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The Challenge: Narwhal Curves



State Laws Fueling Decarbonization
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Interest Group Backlash

• Fossil fuel companies and electric utilities are 
resisting the clean energy transition.

• They use a variety of tactics to undermine 
policy feedback: 

– lobbying

– implementation resistance 

– primaries, elections

– astroturfing, outside lobbying

– court cases



Theory: Policy Feedback

• Bills can often be difficult to understand 
because of the ‘fog of enactment’ or 
the complexity involved in major policy 
reforms. 

• After implementation, these laws can 
begin the feedback cycle by 
redistributing resources, shifting and 
incentives and providing new 
information.

• This is when learning and preference 
updating can happen, including through 
networks across state borders and via 
policies across scales of government.



Political Control

Interest Groups

Public

Bureaucrats



Political Control

Interest Groups

Public

Bureaucrats

Implemented policies
redistribute resources 

between

advocates and opponents

Interest groups influence 
policy both directly and 

indirectly by influencing 

the public



Outside Lobbying vs. Astroturfing



Political Control

Interest Groups

Public

Bureaucrats

Implemented policies
redistribute resources 

between

advocates and opponents

Interest groups support 

politicians that share 

their views in primaries 

+ general election.



ELITE POLARIZATION

• Historically, 

renewables policies 

have received 

bipartisan support.

• Today, Republicans  

are increasingly  

hostile towards  

these policies.
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Climate Denial & Climate Delay

• Electric utilities, like fossil fuel companies, 
have played a key role in delaying the clean 
energy transition (Chapter 3).

– Promoted a wasteful energy system.

– Promoted climate denial.

– Worked to rollback clean energy laws.

• You can read a summary of this part of the 
book on Drilled News.



How to get a copy

• Want to buy a copy? 
Go to the Oxford 
University Press
website.

• Discount code: 
ASFLYQ6 – 30% off.

• You can also buy a 
kindle ebook for 
$19.99. 

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/short-circuiting-policy-9780190074265?cc=us&lang=en&



