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Abstract: Technology, Policy, and Values for Living in a Greenhouse.
Ten year olds love the paradox: “What happens when an irresistible force meets an
immovable object?” The paradox applies to climate change today at least as much as 22
years ago, when the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change was placed before
the nations of the world in Rio de Janeiro. Fossil fuels dominate the global energy
system as much now as then, and they have gained new vitality by the
commercialization of the oil and gas available in abundance in shale formations. In
short, the fossil fuel future appears to be irresistible. Meanwhile, climate change looms
in our future at least as ominously as ever. Its reality is immovable. If the paradox
cannot now be resolved, surely there are productive ways of looking at it.

