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Limiting Global Warming: Sizing up the Ambition and Challenge 
 
The Paris Climate Agreement pointed the nations of the world towards a more aggressive 
climate change objective of limiting global average warming to well below 2°C, and offered 
emissions reduction pledges from most of the world’s countries as a first step. This seminar 
begins by illustrating that far more aggressive policies are required than currently pledged. The 
seminar then explores potential post-2030 participation and ambition—mid-century and 
beyond—to characterize potential climate management progress and the nature of the 
challenge, for emissions, energy systems, economies, and society. Finally, given the scope of 
the challenge, it is critically important to look beyond sectors, borders and the near-term to 
identify policy designs that could reduce mitigation costs and potentially enhance participation. 
The seminar therefore concludes by considering opportunities for international partnerships. 

 
Steven Rose is a Senior Research Economist in the Energy and Environmental Analysis Research Group at the 
Electric Power Research Institute. Steve’s research focuses on long-term modeling of energy systems and climate 
change drivers, mitigation, and potential risks. Steve serves on the U.S. National Academy of Sciences’ committee 
on modeling the social cost of carbon, the U.S. Carbon Cycle Science Program Carbon Cycle Scientific Steering 
Group, and EPA’s Science Advisory Board panel on Carbon Dioxide Emissions from Biogenic Sources. In addition, 
Steve co-chairs the bioenergy modeling subgroup of Stanford University’s Energy Modeling Forum (EMF). Steve was 
also a lead author for the IPCC’s Fifth and Fourth Assessment Reports, and the U.S. National Climate Assessment.  
Steve received his Bachelor of Arts degree in economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his 
doctorate in economics from Cornell University. 
 

—Coffee/tea will be served prior to the lecture— 
 

 

Upcoming REI Events 

Sept. 16 — Emily Bernhardt, Dept. of Biology, Duke Univ. 

Sept. 26 — former Rep. Bob Inglis, Energy and Enterprise Initiative, George Mason Univ. 

Sept. 30–Oct. 1 — Workshop on “Bio-Economy: Technology and Policy Path Forward” 

Contact Bob Kopp Robert.kopp@rutgers.edu or Beatrice Birrer bea@marine.rutgers.edu for more information 
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